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Introduction 
In the past twenty-five years, the emigration of Peruvians has increased continuously to become a transforming process with profound implications on the family level. Similar to other Andean countries, Peru has gone through a process of transition from a country of destination (until the 1960s) to a sending country of migrants (from the 1960s to today). According to the 2007 National Census, 1,635,207 Peruvians – more than 10% of the national population – are residing permanently outside the country (IOM and INEI 2009). 

International migration was accelerated in the 1990s by the growth of political violence in the Peruvian highlands, as well as economic crisis, which added to high levels of poverty and inequality. While the United States have received the highest numbers of Peruvian emigrants, increasingly restrictive immigration policies have redirected Peruvian migration to Europe, especially to Spain and Italy, and to intraregional destinations, such as Chile and Argentina. These flows are characterized by a high proportion of female labor migrants. Their active participation and pioneer role in international migration cannot be understood independently from family and gender. Individuals migrate to support family, to reunite with or flee from family, in response to gendered roles assumed in families, and often with financial and social resources from family members. 
Aim of the Research

The principal aim of my study is to analyze and understand the characteristics and dynamics of transnational family networks constructed around the migration flow of Peruvians to Italy, with a specific focus on the relations of power and social inequality shaping these networks. The research starts from the hypothesis that the increasing participation of Peruvian women in international migration is a gendered process which reorganizes family life across national borders and reshapes gender and intergenerational relations within the family. 
The research is guided by the following principal questions:
· What are the gender and intergenerational inequalities organizing social relations within the family and how do they impact on the migration flow of Peruvians to Italy?

· How are family relations reorganized across national borders and what are the impacts of social remittances (ideas, behaviors, identities, and social capital) in reshaping social relations in transnational family networks between Peru and Italy?
· How are unequal gender and intergenerational relations reproduced or transformed as a result of the increasing emigration of Peruvian women to Italy?
Rationale and Contributions of the Study
Remittances and women’s participation in contemporary migration are receiving increasing attention in academic debates as well as political, social and media discourses, especially in Latin American countries with high rates of female emigration. The present research seeks to address some of the thematic gaps and disequilibria which have become visible in these debates. Furthermore, it contributes to overcoming some of the analytical and methodological gaps in existing research on migration, families and social inequalities.
Thematic Contributions: The Social Effects of Migration – Development for Whom?

Increasing South-North migration has raised a growing interest, among scholars and policy-makers, in the effects of remittances and the question how migration may contribute to development (e.g. Canales 2008; Fajnzylber and López 2008; ISMU-RIAL 2008). These debates largely focus on the economic effects of remittances on households, take households as single units and do not distinguish between who receives remittances within the family and whether their use benefits some members more than others. Non-economic effects inside of households, conflicts or negotiation processes based on gender and intergenerational dynamics are often neglected (Herrera 2005). These perspectives are centered on a concept of development in terms of economic outcomes, which leaves social inequality at the margins.

My research seeks to shift the focus by considering the social effects of migration on the construction of ideologies, norms and practices shaping unequal power relations. It draws attention to the gender and generational inequalities within migrant households and their role in shaping the constitution of migration flows in addition to economic conditions or survival strategies. As previous research has shown, migration may enable subordinated household members to seek greater freedom over their mobility, productivity, consumption, and social life (Grasmuck and Pessar 1991; Pessar 2005). It may offer women the possibility to escape situations of conflict, domestic or sexual violence (Sørensen 2007) or to seek more freedom and autonomy over life and sexuality (Hernández 2007). In short, gender inequalities are vital for understanding why migration takes place in a particular socio-historical context. 
In discussing the social effects of migration on families, academic and political debates have largely maintained the myth of the nuclear family, concluding that women’s emigration causes a “disintegration” of the family and the “abandonment” of children (for a critique, see: Sørensen 2005; Wagner 2008). The nuclear family centered perspective, however, is incapable of capturing the diversity and fluidity of contemporary family configurations in different parts of the globe (Therborn 2004). The present study contributes to a more nuanced perspective, based on a wider concept of family and kinship, which stresses the active composition, constructedness and mutability of social relations. 
Analytical and Methodological Contributions 
A further relevance lies in the methodological approach adopted in this project and its theoretical implications for the analysis of transnational social formations and processes. It contributes to the development of a transnational perspective on migration, family and social inequality, which seeks to overcome the methodological nationalism that has long dominated the basic categories of social thought and their methodological implications. As a result of methodological nationalism, research on migration, families and social inequalities has often limited itself to the study of social relations within circumscribed national “container” societies (Levitt and Glick Schiller 2004: 6-7; Pries 2008: 41; Mau 2007: 21-30). In migration studies, this restricted the focus to immigration or emigration as two different and spatially separated contexts. Based on a transnational and multi-sited approach, this study may contribute to the understanding of social relations across and beyond national societies. 
Furthermore, my research builds on, and contributes to, a prospering literature, which has emerged in the past decades stressing gender as an organizing principle of migration, often in a transnational perspective (e.g. Grasmuck and Pessar 1991; Hondagneu-Sotelo 1994; Hondagneu-Sotelo and Avila 1997; Parreñas 2001). Much of this work responded to criticisms that previous studies did little more than “merely add women” to their inquiries and showed that gender constructions are vitally important to the understanding of migration (Hondagneu-Sotelo 1994: 3). The feminization of migration has been subject of a variety of analyses focusing on transnational families and transnational motherhood (e.g. Hondagneu-Sotelo and Avila 1997; Bryceson and Vuorela 2003) and the emergence of “global care chains”, “a series of personal links between people across the globe based on paid and unpaid work of caring” (Hochschild 2000: 131). A limited number of studies have examined issues of transnational childhood (Parreñas 2005). In most approaches to transnational families, however, the situation of left-behind children, caregivers or other family members has been neglected.
 Furthermore, approaches to gender and family have tended to overlook men’s experiences in forging family ties in migration (for a critique, see: Pribilsky 2004). I suggest that it is necessary to analyze gender by looking at the experiences of women and men, both as in their role as migrant and nonmigrant family members, to arrive at a more nuanced understanding of power relations shaping transnational family ties.
Reasons for Studying Transnational Family Networks between Peru and Italy
For several reasons, Peruvian migration to Italy will serve as a significant case study to examine the relations between migration and social inequality. First of all, migration has been an important component of Peruvian history, which has shaped local constructions of family and gender. Processes of colonization, European immigration and large-scale internal migration, which occurred in the second half of the 20th century, were important for the construction of a “culture of migration” which today extends across national borders (Ansión et al 2008: 41). Peruvian migration to Italy constitutes a recent movement in this long-term migration process and shows a series of particularities which may bring new insights to the study of transnational families.
Since the 1980s, Italy has attracted considerable numbers of Peruvian migrants, mainly due to cultural, religious or linguistic factors, but also as a result of previous Italian migration to Peru. Since the mid-20th century, descendents of former Italian immigrants, who had settled in Peru in previous centuries, started to return in the face of growing economic and political crisis. While initial migration flows to Italy were mainly composed of persons with a middle or upper-class background and higher educational levels, the turn to the 1990s marked the beginnings of the immigration of larger segments of the population, including individuals of all educational and socio-economic backgrounds, who migrated in response to economic and political crisis, coming from a diversity of geographical origins. At the beginning of 2009, 103,000 Peruvians were residing in Italy in regular or irregular conditions (Blangiardo 2009: 28-30). Most of these immigrants live in the region of Lombardy (45,550), with a spatial concentration in the capital of the region, the city of Milan (19,450) (ORIM/ISMU: 43). 
One important characteristic is the feminization of Peruvian migration to Italy, which largely responds to structural transformations in the receiving country – the growing female participation in gainful employment and the resulting transformation of family models, the growth of the aging population and deficiencies of the sectors of social security. These developments have generated a new demand of service workers, favoring the flow of female migrants and their insertion into domestic work, nursing and elderly caring.
 The available data suggests that transnational mother-child relations are a common experience of the majority of Peruvian women in Italy. Yet, the social implications of these transnational mother-child arrangements have not been sufficiently studied so far.
 A further characteristic is the strength of transnational ties maintained by Peruvian migrants in Italy, as reflected, for instance, by the amounts of remittances sent from Italy to Peru.
 In addition, the increasing tendency towards family reunification
 and the relatively low proportion of return migrants
 are indicators of the stability and durability of Peruvian migration to Italy. 
It can be added that for many young people, especially women, constructing a life in Europe is part of what some authors have called a “European dream” (Altamirano 1996: 113-114). Based on hegemonic values of “progress”, “development” and “innovation”, which have been shaped in Peru since colonial times, Peruvians migrate according to a scale of preferences in which Europe, and particular countries such as Italy, occupy the highest ranks. An open question to be asked is whether emigration to Europe actually enables Peruvian women to achieve higher levels of autonomy and independence in relation to their families.
Despite its history and magnitude, Peruvian international migration has not been adequately studied in terms of its gendered dimensions and social effects on the family. This is particularly true for the case of Peruvian migration to Italy. Previous work on the transnational networks of Peruvian migrants in Italy (e.g. Tamagno 2003; Caselli 2008) has tended to neglect either the dimension of gender or the experiences of family members who stay behind. The present study seeks to fill this gap in the literature on Peruvian migration.
Analytical Framework
The transnational family constitutes the principal analytical unit of the study. Therefore, in a first step, it is crucial to define the concept of “the family” and to discuss the characteristics and meanings of transnational family relations.
The Family as a Social Construction
Within social theory, the concept of the family generally refers to a domestic group or household made up of individuals related to one another by bonds of blood, sexual mating or legal ties. The family is defined either in terms of the kinds of relations and connections encompassed by the institution – domestic groups, households, kinship – or in terms of its functions, such as the regulation of socialization, sexuality, labor, and consumption. Within feminist theory the family has also been conceptualized as a gendered unit of reproduction and cultural transmission or a space for gendered social relations (Sørensen 2005: 3). In this sense, families can be seen as “gendered institutions”, in which gender relations circumscribe the options and decisions of individual members, along with other factors such as age, class, and marital status (Grasmuck and Pessar 1991: 7).
Anthropological and historical approaches to kinship have made an important contribution to the understanding of the family in stressing the active composition and the processuality of social relations. Throughout the past decades, the focus shifted from a primary interest in the structural foundations of human relations (marriage, biological reproduction, until the 1970s) to the denaturalization of kinship (Schneider 1984) and the conceptualization of kinship as a particular form of social commitment and mutual liability (since the early 1990s) (Drotbohm 2009: 133). Carsten (2000; 2004) uses the notion of “relatedness” to describe the everyday condition of social relations. Kinship is not naturally given, but constructed through everyday actions such as living together under one roof, collective meals or social activities such as support and care. This perspective stresses the formability or plasticity of family relations, which are always “under construction” (Carsten 2000: 18). In addition, recent approaches have shifted from a monolocal to a plurilocal model of the family, wherein relations of solidarity and mutual responsibility do not wither due to globalization processes, but need to be organized in new and different ways in order to be sustained (Mau 2007).

The Transnationalization of Social Relations
Transnationalism is a suitable analytical concept which bridges, and further develops, recent debates in the social sciences on the changing and constructed character of family relations. The concept refers to social processes by which migrants develop and maintain multiple – familial, economic, social, organizational, religious, and political – relations across borders (Glick Schiller et al 1992). Scholars adopting a transnational perspective argue that the study of migration and social inequalities should no longer be limited to national “container societies”, world regions or a deterritorialized global space (Pries 2008: 41-47). The transnationalization of social relations not only changes national dynamics of social inequality, but also creates new, pluri-local and border-crossing social units of reference. These new social spaces span between multiple places of different nation-states and are characterized by shared cultural characteristics, forms of belonging and interdependencies based on daily practice and communication, as well as forms of organization and structures of inequality that are usually attributed only to national societies (ibid.). Transnational scholars question the essentialist understanding of space that has long dominated the social sciences, suggesting, instead, a relational concept of space, able to capture the different pluri-local reference units of individuals living in transnational social spaces.
 
The Transnational Family
For the purpose of this research, I define the transnational family as a pluri-local social space constituted across national borders, and sustained by transnational social networks in which individual members share and exchange ideas, practices, identities and social capital but also exert power, for instance by actively forging or curtailing relations and connections to others within the family, based on their individual needs and benefits. Borders, social remittances and social networks are key concepts in this definition.
The concept of the border helps understand the particularities of transnational, as compared to other plurilocal families. According to a commonly used definition by Bryceson and Vuorela, transnational families are “…families that live some or most of the time separated from each other, yet hold together and create something that can be seen as a feeling of collective welfare and unity, namely ‘familyhood’, even across national borders” (Bryceson and Vuorela 2002: 3). They are embedded into different nation-states and construct their lives in response to different political, economic and cultural contexts. They may also include members of different nationality (Sørensen 2005). For members of transnational families, the generational experience is not territorially bounded, but based on actual and imagined experiences that are shared across borders regardless of where someone was born or now lives. 
Focusing on border-crossing processes does not mean to imply that nation-states are losing their importance. As several studies have shown, nation-states, through immigration and labor market policies, play a crucial role in shaping the practices of transnational families, possibilities of transnational care, meanings of motherhood, periods of separation between family members or decisions on family reunification (Boehm 2008; Fresnoza-Flot 2008; Dreby 2010). Therefore, the formation of transnational families and relations among family members cannot be understood independently from the role of the state in migrants’ lives and from migrants’ responses to political action.

The presence of borders, in addition to the geographical distances and costs of interregional movement, may entail long periods of separation between family members. As individual members do not rely on daily face-to-face interactions, family life needs to be deliberately constructed through narratives and daily practice. For this reason, transnational families have also been defined as “imagined communities”, in which the sense of membership can be a matter of choice and negotiation (Bryceson and Vuorela 2002: 10). Bryceson and Vuorela use the term “relativizing” to refer to the ways in which individuals establish, maintain, or curtail ties to specific family members. They also point to practices of “frontiering” – the ways and means transnational family members use to create familial space in the face of contrasting ways of life and clashes of cultural values (ibid.).
To study these practices in transnational families, I will use the concept of social remittances, understood as “the ideas, behaviors, identities, and social capital that flow from host- to sending-country communities” (Levitt 2001: 54). Social remittances refer to the ways the migrants’ social and cultural resources are transformed in the host country and transmitted back to the communities of origin. The degree to which migrants’ ideas and identities are altered depends on how much they interact with the receiving society and upon their socioeconomic situation and the opportunity structures available to them (ibid.). Therefore, the analysis of social remittances needs to consider the migrants’ experiences of insertion and social mobility in the destination country
, the processes of connectivity by which they are transmitted as well as their impacts upon the practices of nonmigrant family members. The central question s how new ideas, values, and practices emerge in transnational families as a result of this exchange across borders.
Transnational family relations are maintained, and remittances are channeled by the social networks connecting family members in different places. Migrant networks are “…sets of interpersonal ties that connect migrants, former migrants, and nonmigrants in origin and destination areas through ties of kinship, friendship, and shared community origin” (Massey et al 1993: 449). As social network theory has shown, migrant networks increase the likelihood and persistence of international migration by lowering the costs and risks of movement and increasing the expected net returns to migration. Networks constitute a form of social capital that people can draw upon to gain access to information, foreign employment, and social and financial assistance (Boyd 1989: 641; Massey et al 1993: 449). 
The majority of approaches to the study of social networks focus on horizontal ties – bonds of solidarity, mutual benefits and obligations deriving from kinship networks. More emphasis needs to be placed on the vertical ties, referred to the power hierarchies within a network, which are marked by gendered differences in power and status (Pedone 2003: 111-113; Levitt and Glick Schiller 2004: 5-6). The focus on power relations directs the attention to the constitution of the family as a social space of conflict and negotiation, in which practices such as those related to remittances, parenting, return or family reunification are constantly renegotiated and often fraught with tension (Pedone 2003: 8).

Gender is a central organizing factor of power relations in kinship relations and migrant networks (Hondagneu-Sotelo 1994). This study builds on the conceptualization of gender as a process: “Gender is the meaning people give to the biological reality that there are two sexes. It is a human invention that organizes our behavior and thought, not as a set of static structures or roles but as an ongoing process” (Pessar 2005: 2). Similar to kinship, gender is constructed not only through what people say but principally through what people do. People do “gender work” – through practices and discourses they negotiate relationships, conflicting interests and hierarchies of power and privilege. Conceptualizing gender as a process yields a praxis-oriented perspective, wherein gender identities, relations and ideologies are fluid, as opposed to the view of gender as natural, inevitable and immutable (Pessar and Mahler 2001). 
The case study will focus on both narratives and practices which may provide insights into the ways relations of power and hierarchy are constructed and reshaped in transnational families. Looking at narratives allows studying the circulation, exchange as well as conflicts and clashes of values, ideas and ideologies among individual family members. A focus on daily practice, in turn, implies examining individual behavior, as reflected by the existence (or absence) of processes of connectivity, mutual care, reciprocity, (re)negotiation of decisions, roles and strategies employed by individual family members.
Time Perspective

The time perspective from which to analyze the constructions of transnational families is both synchronic and diachronic. While the focus is on transnational family networks in contemporary migration flows from Peru to Italy, these processes are analyzed within the general historical context of social relations in colonial and postcolonial Peru. From this perspective, international migration is not an entirely new phenomenon but an extension of previous phases of internal migration, in which family relations have been continuously reshaped. 
From a historical perspective, the study asks for the meanings and role of the family in the history of Peru, and for the configurations of gender and intergenerational inequalities that have historically shaped social relations in the country and which play a role in organizing family and migration. Furthermore, the research asks how plurilocal family networks have emerged in Peru as a result of previous phases of migration on both internal and international levels. From a gender-sensitive perspective, it examines the principal causes – both economic and social – and characteristics of Peruvian migration to Italy and the constitution of transnational family networks in this contemporary migration flow. To study how migration reshapes gender and intergenerational inequalities within the family, the research looks at interpersonal networks, biographies, narratives, and practices of individual family members. Specific attention is given to the ways family members remain connected and interact through horizontal and vertical ties, to the strength of these ties in the networks of migrant and nonmigrant family members, and to the reasons for which ties are maintained or curtailed over large temporal and spatial distances. 
Levels of Analysis

The constructedness and mutability of transnational families poses a series of analytical challenges. In fact, it cannot be assumed that family relations will always evolve along the lines of marriage and descent. In his review of family forms in the 20th century, Therborn shows that the family acquires a variety of meanings and functions, among them mother centered families in which the mother child bond forms the affective and economic core, whereas the conjugal relationship plays a marginal role with regard either to childrearing or to the family itself (Therborn 2004). This is particularly true for the case of Peru, where nuclear families and conjugal relations have tended to be weak throughout history (Mannarelli 2000).
Peruvian families are characterized by a diversity of social relations which may encompass extended family members and non-blood relatives who participate in household tasks and childrearing (Escrivá 2004; Parella 2007). These relations are even more complex in a migration context, as migrants may create new family alliances by marriage and/or family formation across the lines of national origin (Sørensen 2007). It is therefore necessary to develop an approach which avoids the use of a predefined family concept. 
For the purpose of this study, the household, as an alternative or complementary unit for understanding social support systems, and the social networks of individual household members, appear to be reasonable levels of analysis. 
Households are significant knots of transnational care and communication and constitute an intermediary unit between the macro level of governmental and communal structures and the micro level of individuals (Grasmuck and Pessar 1991). Transnational households can be defined as “social units that provide care for a particular group of people who consider themselves to be part of the same family network, irrespective of biological ties or not, and who contribute to its members’ well-being, irrespective of whether they live many thousand miles away. Hence, a transnational household eventually has its centre in a certain locality, but integrates persons who have access to this social structure without necessarily living in this locality” (Drotbohm 2009: 138-39). 
The 2007 Peruvian National Census for the first time in the history of census-taking included a question on Peruvian international migration, which allowed identifying the number, geographical distribution and characteristics of transnational households.
 According to this data, transnational households constitute 10.4% of the total of Peruvian households and are distributed across the entire Peruvian territory, with a mayor concentration in the coastal region (70.6% of all transnational households), especially in the departments of Lima, La Libertad, and the Constitutional Province of Callao. 
The department of Lima is the point of departure of the majority of Peruvian migrants in northern Italy.
 At the same time, it has received the highest numbers of internal migrants. The emigration of Peruvians to Italy often follows the internal displacement of family members, who come from different villages of the Andean highlands. It is precisely this link between experiences of internal and international migration which makes the department of Lima an interesting starting point for the study of transnational family relations between Peru and Italy. Previous migration experiences of the family can be considered to understand elements of continuity and change caused by the emigration of members to Italy.
Methodological Framework
Responding to these analytical demands, the research builds on a qualitative and multi-sited methodological framework. Multi-sited ethnography does not rely on holistic models of macro processes such as “the world system”, “capitalism”, or “the nation” as bases on which to shape their objects of study, but searches a framework which allows rethinking ideas of culture, space and place (Marcus 1995: 103). It is based on a technique of tracing mobile and multiply situated objects, which in the case of migration means to “follow the people” (Marcus 1995: 106). By adopting this technique, the study seeks to reveal the meanings of transnational practice across national boundaries, by studying and comparing the experiences of migrants and those who have stayed in place and who are indirectly influenced by ideas, objects, and information flowing across borders. 
The research will be elaborated on the basis of a case study which is qualitative in character and based on a multi-sited and inductive approach. Instead of testing formal hypotheses, it intends to generate an understanding of the individual experiences and perceptions of life in transnational families. The qualitative approach allows examining daily experiences and forms of agency by looking at representations, experiences, and negotiation processes marked by inequalities among different actors involved in transnational migration from a power-analytical perspective. The case study adopts a historical and actor-centered perspective based on biographical interviews, informal conversations, participant observation in households and family reunions, and social network analysis. 
Multi-sited fieldwork will be conducted in different locations, beginning with households that have their principal location in Lima but that include members spread across different places of Peru and Italy. While the focus is on households whose members have migrated to Italy, the study of social networks necessarily implies including the analysis of ties to family members that may have migrated to other countries. Multi-sited ethnography in the present case means to follow individual family members who have migrated to Italy (or other countries, where possible) and those who may have stayed in the rural highlands. In all places, interviews with experts and representatives of institutions working with migrants and their families will be conducted to contribute, with additional information, to answering the main questions raised in this study.
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� Some of the few exceptions, in the context of Peru, are: Ansión et al 2008 and 2009.


� Women constitute 55% of the Peruvian immigrant population in the northern Italian regions of Lombardy and Emilia Romagna; see: Consulado General del Perú en Milán 2008.


� Most Peruvian women above fourteen residing in Italy have at least one child (63.5%). While 48% of Peruvian mothers have all of their children in Italy, 38% have left all and 15% some of their children in Peru or another country; see: Blangiardo 2009.


� Peruvians and Ecuadorian distinguish themselves from other immigrant groups in Italy by sending higher amounts of remittances per month; see: Bonalumi and Cesareo 2008.


� Almost a third of the Peruvians registered by the Peruvian Consulate in Milan between 2006 and mid-2008 are below 18 (29%); see: Consulado General del Perú en Milán 2008.


� Returns from Italy constitute only 3.1% of the total of the return migrant population registered by the 2007 National Census in Peru; see: IOM and INEI 2009: 100.


� According to the essentialist concept of space, social spaces (corresponding to national societies) and definable geographical spheres (a “territory” or “locale”) are tied in reciprocal exclusiveness. Each social space occupies exactly one territorial space and vice versa. The development of this perspective coincided with the emergence of strong nation-states and the corresponding methodological nationalism in the social sciences; see: Pries 2008.


� The relevance of such experiences is confirmed by my previous research on the construction of identity and community among Peruvian domestic workers in Milan, Italy, which showed that despite the presence of segmented labor markets, the urban Milanese environment is associated with increased possibilities of socio-economic mobility, which create new inequalities and hierarchies within the group of Peruvian migrants, leading to the perception that identities and communities are changing in significant ways; see: Skornia 2008.


� The National Institute of Statistics and Informatics uses the term “households with international migration”, defined as households with one or more ex-members residing permanently abroad; see: IOM and INEI 2009.


� 52% of Peruvians in the Italian regions of Lombardy and Emilia Romagna come from the department of Lima, 9% from Junín, and a smaller percentage from Cuzco, La Libertad, Ancash, Arequipa and the constitutional province of Callao (each with 4% approximately). See: Consulado General del Perú en Milán 2008.
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